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stages. The .Government was £ anxious to foster civil avia-
tion.' In addition * we are vitally interested in seeing that
the lighter-than-air ships shall be explored, encouraged, and
fostered in every proper way that is open to us.' In certain
cases decisions had not been reached. In Mr. Leach's
opinion—and he admitted that he was ' no great military
strategist or an expert"—there was no defence against air
invasion in the sense that an army could keep off an army,
or a navy stop another navy from landing men. The only
adequate defence against an air raid that he could see was a
* changed international atmosphere '. He attacked the whole
idea of relative strength. The resolution, it seemed, asked
for a one-power standard. But when you have got that
' some lunatic will demand a two-power standard, and then
the hysterical Press will help it up to a three-power stan-
dard *. Mr. Leach reached his inevitable conclusion. * If
we continue to put fear at the helm and folly at the prow
we shall steer straight for the next war.'
Mr. Leach was merely giving expression to his well-
known pacifist sentiments, but unfortunately it not only
was an official pronouncement on behalf of the new
Government, but also confirmation of a speech made the
previous week by the Prime Minister on the subject of
National Defence, in which he had declared categorically
that for some time to come the bargaining power of a
British Foreign Secretary would have to depend not upon
military force but upon the reasonableness of the policy
which he presented.
The speech was thus responsible for a lively atmosphere
in the House. There were frequent interjections; the
applause and abuse assumed more than Party proportions.
Morality itself was at stake. Major-General Seely talked of
a most astounding doctrine which if followed to its logical
conclusion would really mean the disbandment of army,
navy, and of an air force too. He specified the horrors from
an air raid. * It can be said with certainty that not less than

